
 1 

Stowupland High School 
“Outstanding Progress for All” 

 

02/02/24 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As you may have seen, there have been a number 

of stories published in the local media about the 

school and the steps we are taking to improve the 

behaviour and culture at Stowupland following our 

last Ofsted report. 

I would like to stress there have been no changes 

to the school’s policies surrounding behaviour.  

What we are trying to achieve is better implemen-

tation of the current school rules, with the aim of 

creating a polite and welcoming environment for 

learning where students can thrive. 

There has been some negative press around Barry 

Smith, who has been brought in as part of a wider 

programme of improvement at the school to ad-

vise staff on how to implement rules on behaviour. 

You may have also been concerned by stories in 

the national press about his previous work. We 

would like to make clear he is here to support us in 

the school’s improvement purely in a coaching 

capacity. He does not have the authority to imple-

ment any changes to our policies or issue any form 

of detention. These responsibilities remain solely 

with teaching staff and senior leaders.  

 

Year 9 and 10 February half-term  course 

The Routes into STEM Virtual course allows students Yr9 & 10 and S3 & 

S4 to recognise the variety of opportunities available to them after taking 

their GCSEs or Nat 5 and Highers, it will provide them access to key infor-

mation on different pathways; college, university and STEM career. Di-

verse live interactive sessions will take place throughout the duration of 

the course, these will be available during school holidays and after school. 

Students will be able to listen and ask questions to a variety of STEM pro-

fessionals and student ambassadors.  Students will also choose from a 

range of exciting projects, developed by our University and Industry part-

ners, to work on during the course. 

Click HERE for more information. 

 

Important information regarding Household Support Fund discre-

tionary grant 

Suffolk County Council (SCC) is pleased to confirm a further discretionary 

grant is available to support low-income families over the February half 

term and Easter holiday 2024. The grant will be issued as a £45 supermar-

ket voucher for each eligible child from our provider Pluxee to cover both 

the February half term (£15) and Easter holidays (£30) and is designed to 

help families with their essential living costs during the holiday. To ensure 

that SCC meets the reporting requirements of the Household Support 

Fund, you will need to redeem all vouchers by Friday 12 April 2024. 

Voucher redemption after this date will not be possible as the fund for 

2023/24 will be closed. SCC aim to have all vouchers sent to recipients by 

Thursday 15 February 2024. If you have not received the vouchers by this 

date or in the event of any queries regarding the vouchers, then please 

contact our team at freeschoolmeals@suffolk.gov.uk, rather than speak-

ing to the school directly. 

https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more
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Tackling Hate Speech Online 

Visit the Internet Matters website by fol-

lowing this LINK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and support please also visit:  

https://www.educateagainsthate.com/ and https://

www.internetmatters.org/resources/tackling-online-hate-and-trolling/ 

Mr Smith is a hugely experienced school leader, 

who has had great success in improving the behav-

iour at schools across the country and we too are 

already seeing improvements in our school envi-

ronment.  

I am of course happy to speak with any parent or 

carer who has concerns.  

I am pleased to confirm that our Year 9 Options 

evening has now been rescheduled for after half 

term. I will be writing to Year 9 parents separately 

but the date for your diary is the 28th February. 

Students will be provided with the options booklet 

before half term and the final deadline will be the 

20th March.  

We have also enhanced our outside space this 

week, with the area between out temporary class-

room village and the school no longer being used 

for car parking. We have moved some benches into 

this area and our student are using this space to 

gather in the morning before school.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind 

you of the change of arrangements at the end of 

the Easter break. The school will be closed for stu-

dents on the 12th April and will be fully open as 

usual on Monday the 15th. This extra day will give 

families a full 2 week break and will also allow us to 

run an additional Professional Development Day.  

 

Have a good weekend 

Mr David Brewster 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/connecting-safely-online/
https://www.educateagainsthate.com/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tackling-online-hate-and-trolling/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tackling-online-hate-and-trolling/
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SPORT NEWS 

IMPORTANT: If your child is taking part in any sports fixtures, please look out for an email 

to give consent for student to take part. These can be announced very last minute so we 

would appreciate your prompt action. You will find the consent box within Arbor under 

Activities/Trips. 

Fixture Date Report 

U13 Girls’ Cup 30/01 We agreed to play 2 x 25 minute halves. In the 1st half Freya L-J managed to score from a 
tight angle, 1-0. But, the opposition (Bungay High School) were quick to react, 1-1. At half-
time I/we voiced our areas for improvement such as proximity, decisiveness, drive, de-
fending, chances, positioning, desire, responsiveness and work rate. In the 2nd half they 
continued to score despite relentlessness demonstrated by Emily C, 1-2 and 1-3. Faye N 
also made some important clearances, well done. It was quite a difficult game, both physi-
cally and mentally. I would like to thank our match official (Barney H) and his assistant 
(Jack B) as well as the supporters.  

Upcoming fixtures 

Date Who Sport Vs. 

5/02 Year 11 Girls Football (H)  

7/02 Year 10 Boys Rugby (A) Ipswich High School 

7/02 U13 Girls Football (H) ESFA Schools’ Cup 

8/02 Year 9 Boys Rugby (A) Stowmarket Rugby Club 
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Contact Details:  

Main School: 01449 674827 (08.30am - 4.00pm) 

Pastoral emails: 

year7@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

year8@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

year9@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

year10@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

year11@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

sixthform@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

General: enquiries@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

Cashless catering: accounts@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

Library: library@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

Attendance: attendance@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

Absence Line: 01449 742428 

Website: www.stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 

Term Dates 2023-24 Half Term Non Student Days 

Autumn Term 2023  4th September  -  20th December  23rd - 27th Oct 
4th September 

5th September 

24th November 

3rd January 

12th April 

19th July 

Spring Term 2024  3rd January  -  28th March  19th—23rd Feb 

Summer Term 2024  12th April  -  19th July  27th May - 31st May 

Church Road     Stowupland     Stowmarket     IP14 4BQ 

Headteacher: Mr David Brewster 

Chair of Local Board:  Mr Andrew Fell 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

February 

12 Feb—Year 9 vaccinations (MenACWY / 

DTP)  

12 Feb—Year 11 Doctors’ Show, history trip 

14 Feb—Year 9 Parents' Evening  

14 Feb—Mulberry - Suffolk Schools Lego 

Education  

16 Feb-25 Feb—Ski Trip  

17 Feb-25 Feb—Half Term  

28 Feb—Year 9 Options Evening 

29 Feb—Frozen - Winter Arts Showcase Re-

ward Trip  

Contact and Dates 

http://www.stowuplandhighschool.co.uk

